A frequent cause of the variation of voltage in small plants is that the engines and dynamos are often too small for the work put upon them. No engine can run smoothly when it is always put to the highest limit. It is the one which has reserve that can be regulated to meet the varying demands. A still less satisfactory source, so far as steady pressure is concerned, is the gas engine. While this is especially adapted for small plants, the smaller the engine the more unstead the electrical output. 
